
ver 90 patrons viewed 
the latest exhibit by Collec-

tions Manager Vicki Wiese when it 
opened Saturday, November 5th at the 
Coos Historical & Maritime Museum. 
The exhibit highlights blacksmiths, iron 
works, foundries, and machine shops of  
Coos County. The significance of  these 
operations to local economies across Coos 
County cannot be overstated. The only 
way to obtain steam donkeys, ship fittings, 
anchors, coal mining and timber-felling 
equipment to support our communities’ 
major industries was through these shops. 
The rapid growth of  our cities during that 
time also required fire hydrants, manhole 
covers, lampposts, and an amazing variety 
of  other machines parts. In addition, the 
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Coos Metal Exhibit

iron works and machine shops provided 
much-needed jobs to men coming back 
from both world wars. The iron working 
industry represents a time when hand-
crafted items were created with pride, 
before assembly lines and plastic parts be-
came the norm in manufacturing. Intricate 
drawings and ingenious engineering by the 
metal workers are also showcased.

One of  the exhibit highlights is 
six-foot long bellows from the “pioneer 
Marshfield blacksmith shop” of  Billy 
Deubner (see photo). Used in the late 
1800s, the bellows was found, along with 
an Deubner’s anvil and other tools, on the 
Anson Rogers place on Coos River prior 
to its donation to the museum.

Partial funding of  the exhibit was 
made possible by the Coos Cultural Co-

he first step in completion of the 
Coos Historical & Maritime Center was 

finished in September. At our construction site on Front Street 
in Coos Bay, old concrete piling caps and railroad tracks were 
removed. Asphalt layers taken up and ground into gravel 
which was added with 850 dump truck loads of  new gravel 
to compact the level surface. The rate of  compaction will be 
monitored over the winter. If  all goes well, piling will be driven 
for the new Center next spring. Two signs were erected to let 
the public know what is happening at the site. And Annie 
Donnelly, project manager, 
and Mark Johnson, archi-
tect from Miller/Hull, have 
submitted paperwork to the 
city of  Coos Bay for our 
building permits.

Please know that some 
of  your donations have al-
ready supported local busi-
nesses as we completed 
Phase I.  Mike Crow of  
Crow/Clay Architects of  

Coos Bay ably oversaw Phase I development. Main Rock 
of  Kentuck Inlet provided the gravel to general contractor 
Laskey-Clifton of  Reedsport who in turn hired many lo-
cal dump truck drivers. Koos Engineering was paid to 
manufacture the devices used to measure the settlement of  
the gravel. 

Bi-Coastal Media and KCBY have been running free 
radio and TV ads promoting our project all fall. The World 
newspaper has provided positive news coverage. We’d also 
like to thank landscaper Mike Vaughan for cleaning up 
the property to the north of  our site. His abstract art piece, 

“Working Waterfront”, is 
made from the recycled rails 
pulled from our site. Mike, 
volunteering on his own, 
took great pains to weed, 
plant new shrubs, pick up 
debris, and repair a fence to 
make our neighboring prop-
erty more presentable. 

The CH&MC truly is 
becoming a community 
project.

CH&MC I Phase I Completed

Six-foot long bellows on display.

CH&MC construction site on Front Street in Coos Bay.

alition. The Coos Metal exhibit replaces 
the Coos Bay Wagon Road exhibit which 
has been up for the last several years. 
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ur newest trustee of the 
CCHS is Joe Slack. Slack grew

up in Coquille and graduated in 1976.  He started 
his college career at Tulane University in New 
Orleans eventually transferring to University 
of  Oregon, graduating with a Bachelor of  Architecture degree in 
1982.  In the height of  the Pacific Northwest recession in the early 
1980s, he moved to Colorado and started working in his career in 
Colorado Springs.  He always felt he would eventually end up back 
in Oregon, never realizing he would end up so close to where he 
grew up. Slack moved to the Bay Area in 1984 and has been here 
ever since. He has worked on a significant number of  building 
projects throughout the years in the area, either working for other 
architects or as partner of  his own firm, HGE, located in Coos Bay.  
He married his wife Claudia in 1988 and they have two boys now 
in college, Andrew, 21 and Sam, 18.  Joe’s hobbies include home 
construction projects, fishing, duck and upland bird hunting. Slack 
is pleased to have the opportunity to add his talents to the CCHS 
to help make our community a better place.

eet Kristen Vogt, our new 
AmeriCorps volunteer who will

coordinate the museum education program for 
2011-12.  Kristen was born and raised on the 
South Side of  Chicago. She left the Midwest to 
attend school at the University of  Oregon, where 
she majored in Medieval Studies and Anthropol-
ogy (and “minored' in white-water kayaking and 
Duck football). Vogt also studied in Denmark and 
worked for Burning Man in both San Francisco 
and Nevada. After graduating with honors, she attended Southern 
Illinois for her Master's in Public Administration. There she worked 
as both an archivist for the Ulysses S. Grant presidential collection 
and as a graduate assistant. She soon left to direct educational and 
outdoor camps at Lubbock Lake Landmark in Lubbock, Texas. 
Feeling the need to come back to the Beaver State, she’s thrilled to 
be in Oregon's Bay Area and proud to serve the local and statewide 
community. 

If  you would like to volunteer to help in our 4th and 5th grade 
local history curriculum, call the museum or email Kristen at cedu-
cation@frontier.com.

am pleased to report that we have 
made a solid start in our Community Campaign 

fundraising efforts since groundbreaking ceremonies on 
August 13th. The CCHS has received over $148,000 in 
donations from local citizens, businesses, civic groups, school 
groups, unions, and churches. More than 130 persons and 
groups have contributed to achieve that total. 

The bronze survey markers that we are offering for a 
$500 donation are very popular. Over 80 markers have been 
reserved so far by families, business, civic groups, churches, 
and school groups. Each 3-¼ inch diameter marker is 
engraved with names provided by the donor. Markers will 
be prominently placed outside the main 
entrance of  the new CH&MC.  Marker 
donors also receive CCHS membership 
for 2012 and their name will go on our 
lobby donor board. Here is a sample of  
a marker.

Jennifer Groth and I have spoken to a number of  local 
organizations about the project and have been well received 
by all. As you can see, we’ve gotten the word out! I’d like to 
thank the following groups for listening to our talk and, in 
almost all cases, making a contribution to the project: CB 
Kiwanis, NB Kiwanis, CB Lions, CB/NB Rotary, Bay Area 
Rotary, Sunset Classic Chevys, Zonta Club, Soroptimists, 
Bay Area Renters Assoc., CB/NB Chamber of  Commerce, 
CB/NB Visitor Bureau, Bandon Rotary, Coquille Chamber, 
Myrtle Point Rotary, Coos Bay Chamber Tourism Commit-
tee, Bandon Historical Society, South Slough Estuary, Coos 
Bay Towboat families, Myrtle Point Chamber, Marshfield 
Sun Printing Musuem, Coquille Rotary Club, Myrtle Point 
Logging Museum, North Bend City Council, Riverman’s 
Club, and the Sunrise Rotary. In addition I’d like to thank 
the following CCHS volunteers who helped Jennifer and I 
man our booth at the Coos County Fair, several Coos Bay 
Farmers Market days, and the Bay Area Fun Festival:  Anne 
Guerin, Bill Mast, John Engle, Steve Kridelbaugh, 
Carl Siminow, Joan Greif, Jon Richards, Darla 
Lesan, Cory Smith, and Ann Collins.

As we have told each audience we meet, this is a critical 
time for your donation. It is extremely important for the 

I

Jennifer Groth helped man the CH&MC booth
at the Coos Bay Farmers Market.

CCHS to convince two 
large foundations from 
outside the county to 
contribute to the project. 
We need to show that 
we have real financial 
involvement and interest 
from our local citizenry. 
Please consider making a 
donation before the end 
of  2011! See our website 
at www.cooshistory.org 
or call the museum at 
541.756.6320 for more 
information.

New Education Coordinator

Kristen Vogt

Meet Joe Slack

Joe Slack
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Coos Bay Railroad Jubilee held in North Bend/Coos Bay in August, 1916.

Railroad Jubilee
It was not the first time local citizens 

celebrated the coming of  the railroad. In 
1916, a three-day “Coos Bay Railroad 
Jubilee” was held in North Bend/Coos 
Bay when the Southern Pacific Railroad 
completed the first-ever rail line to lead 
freight and passengers out of  the county. 
Started four years earlier when NB Mayor 
Louis Simpson drove the first spike, the 
line ran north to the Siuslaw River, then 
up the river, piercing the Coast Range, to 
transcontinental connections in Eugene. 
Thirty-nine steel bridges and nine tunnels 
had been built and over twenty million 
board feet of  Oregon fir were used for 
trestles and ties along the route. 

“Boost for Coos” was the official cel-
ebration motto in that summer of  1916 
(note: “Let ‘er Toot” was only a motto 
contest finalist). Over 3000 out-of-town 
guests - including civic groups from Port-
land, Salem, and San Francisco - joined 
the locals at the celebration which lasted 
from August 24th thru 26th. Concerts, 
boat races, dances, parades, boxing con-

tests, greased pole climbing, a surf  board 
riding exhibition, the Oregon log rolling 
championship – even a “balloon ascension 
and parachute leap” – were only some of  
the scheduled events. The highlight of  
the celebration was a mock wedding of  
“Mr. Eugene Lane and Miss Coos Bay” 
performed by Governor James Withy-
combe in front of  a huge crowd at the 
corner of  Sherman and Virginia in North 
Bend. It could now be said that Coos Bay 
was the place “Where Rail Meets Sail”.  

The event inspired poetry. Part of  a 
poem appearing in the Coos Bay Times, 
July 1916 just prior to opening of  the Coos 
Bay Line, waxed:

Things have changed a mighty lot, 
 down here on old Coos Bay.
We used to have to take a boat, 
 or stage, to get away.
But now, by gum, we never think 
 of  riding in the rain.
For when we want to get away … 
 we now can take the train.

I’ve travelled on a boat a lot, 
 when things looked pretty tough.
And often heard the Skipper say, 
 “The ocean’s mighty rough!”
I’ve used the stage route out of  here, 
 and filled my frame with pain.
But now, by gosh, when I go out … 
 I now can take the train.

Early Rail Speculation
Prior to the glorious events of  1916, 

there had been many projections of  rail 
lines connecting Coos County with the 
outside world. From the 1890s -1910, 
speculators had promised dedicated lines 
to Lakeview, or Bend, or Humboldt Coun-
ty, or even Salt Lake City. Turn-of-the-
century promoter Major L.D. Kinney, 
who liked to call himself  “The Instigator”, 
hatched a plan for a transcontinental 
with a terminus at Broadway Avenue in 
Bangor, an area he was developing just 
west of  Pony Slough and North Bend. 
Initially, he claimed, the line would run to 
Boise, Idaho. Kinney promised his “Great 
Central” would make his bay develop-
ment the second largest city in the State 
of  Oregon. Since Bangor, Maine was the 
second largest city to Portland, Maine… 
Bangor, Oregon! He did build an impres-
sive railroad commissary building but no 
actual railroad ever developed. Eventually 

t was “front page news” as a small crowd gathered to celebrate the 
loading of  timber from a North Spit mill onto railcars for shipment to Eugene in 

October 2011. Why the fuss? No train service had been available for over four years after the Central 
Oregon & Pacific Railroad (CORP) suddenly suspended service on its coastal line in 2007. Happily, Coos 
County was once again connected to, and doing business with, the Willamette Valley.

Making Tracks: Coos County Railroads
By Steve Greif 
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Kinney donated his building to the North 
Bend School District which used it as the 
Westside School. For many years it stood 
at the site of  the current high school front 
parking lot.

In 1905, Southern Pacific announced 
they were coming and showed the seri-
ousness of  their intent by purchasing the 
Coos Bay, Roseburg & Eastern Railroad, 
an existing short line that connected 
Marshfield to Myrtle Point. Upon that 
exciting announcement, $34,000 worth 
of  lands changed hands in North Bend 
the next week. The Coos Bay Monthly editor 
predicted: “That a city of  50,000 people 
will be situated on the Coos Bay peninsula 
within the next ten years is not an extrava-
gant estimate.”

A Rail Bridge Over the Bay
A concern from many was how, or 

if, the new railroad would cross Coos 
Bay. The Coos Bay Monthly editor felt a 
rail bridge would hamper shipping and 
would be “at least a menace and an an-
noying nuisance to every craft passing in 
and out of  the bay”. Marshfield officials 
lobbied to have the rail line go around the 
bay (current East Bay Drive) but North 
Bend would not be denied. When the 
Corp of  Engineers came to North Bend 
to discuss a permit to have the line cross 
the bay and enter their city, town fathers 
staged a parade with two marching bands, 
16 automobiles carrying 125 men with 
“pro-bridge” banners, and 340 other 
persons on foot that stretched 12 blocks.  
The lobbying worked and the rail bridge 
was built between July 1914 and October 

1915. When it was completed, a three-day 
celebration was unleashed. Harry Wray 
of  North Bend composed a song, sung to 
the tune of  “My Country Tis of  Thee” 
for the occasion. The second verse went 
like this. 

“Yon bridge that spans the bay, 
 we greet with pride today. 
 Of  thee we sing.
We love thy lofty sight, thy rails 
 and girders bright,
Thy spans of  structures might. 
 Let progress bring!”

First Rail Lines In Coos County
By 1916, Coos County had come 

a long way from its humble rail begin-
nings. Gilbert Hall had constructed the 

area’s first “railroad”, of  sorts, in 1871: a 
“portage carrier”, or tram line, made of  
wooden tracks, which carried passengers 
and freight 2 ½ miles from the head of  
Isthmus Slough to the head of  Beaver 
Slough. Animals, and occasionally hu-
mans, provided the power source. In 1874 
this line got the first steam locomotive in 
the county, the Isabella, when a coal mining 
company purchased the wooden rail line, 
extended it to their mine at Utter City, and 
replaced the tracks with steel. 

Getting coal out to market was an 
impetus of  establishing early railroads. 
Eventually there were 73 registered coal 
mines in the county. Another important 
Coos County export commodity was 
lumber. Eventually there would be about 
28 different logging short line railroads in 
the county, bringing down logs from the 
woods to the mills. Most short lines would 
be only 2 to 5 miles in length with no con-
nections to lines outside the county.  Short 
lines were also established for specific 
construction jobs. One, for example, was 
built around Coos Head at the entrance 
to the Coos Bay harbor, near Charleston, 
in order to haul loads of  rock to build the 
South Jetty. A line was also built to haul 
rock for the construction of  the jetty at 
Bandon.

Building these short rail lines was 
difficult in the county’s hilly topography. 
Sometime trestles would be constructed to 
produce a more level grade. Local white 
cedar (Port Orford Cedar) was ideal and 
plentiful for trestles. Its straight grain was 
easy to split and its oils resisted rotting.

Coos Bay Loggers, Coaledo, Oregon, 1886.
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The CBR&ERR&N
The Coos Bay, Roseburg and East-

ern Rail Road and Navigation Company 
bought the old Isthmus Slough line in 
June of  1890 and expanded it north to 
Marshfield in1891 and south to Myrtle 
Point by 1893. It is known that Chinese 
labor was used in construction. The Coos 
Bay News mixed their racial stereotypes 
when writing on August 5, 1891: “Some of  
the railroad Chinese were on the warpath 
one day last week. It seems a foreman of  
one of  the gangs received the money due 
the men working for him and, instead of  
paying them, he went to a China house in 
Marshfield and blew it on a tan game. The 
Celestials are after his scalp.” 

Local loggers joked that the name 
chosen for the 27-mile CBR&ERR&N 
was “so long it took two boxcars just to the 
carry the railroad’s initials.” Although a 
spur line was built to Powers in the 1920s, 
the Panic of  1893 stopped rail from ever 
reaching its intended terminus at Rose-
burg.  After the Panic, scorn was heaped 
on the line as little money was invested in 
upkeep and the rails and equipment soon 
deteriorated. As authors Dick and Judy 
Wagner put it: “The little railroad became 
something of  a joke. Outdated equipment 
caused frequent breakdowns and generally 
inadequate service. The CBR&E soon be-
came known as the “Couldn’t Be Rottener 
and Exist” railroad.”

After 1916
For a while after the Southern Pacific 

reached Coos County in 1916, a morning 
passenger train and an evening passenger 
train left daily for Eugene. The trip took 
about six hours. But as luck would have it, 
just as Coos County got its railroad, Henry 
Ford started mass producing automobiles 
and the Good Roads Movement created 
modern highways. With the completion of  
the McCullough Bridge and Highway 101 
in 1936, people drove cars and companies 
drove freight trucks. Railroads started to 
decline. When the Southern Pacific sent a 
press release in June, 1953 that they were 

ending passenger service on the line, the 
story did not even make a major headline 
in the local paper. 

Rail service ended altogether to Pow-
ers in 1972 and to Myrtle Point in 1987. 
Southern Pacific sold the rest of  their Coos 
Bay Line to Railtex (CORP) in 1994. In 
an attempt to keep the freight line opera-
tional, over $7.3 million dollars of  repairs 
were done to the Coos Bay Rail Bridge in 
2003. And the Port of  Coos Bay built a 
$4.4 million North Spit Rail Spur in 2005 
to encourage industrial development. Fol-
lowing the complete suspension of  service 
by CORP in 2007, the Port secured $16 
million in funding to purchase the entire 
Coos Bay Rail Line in 2009, rehabilitated 
the tracks, and contracted with ARG 
Trans in 2011 to operate the currently 
named Coos Bay Rail Link.

Coos Bay, Roseburg and Eastern Rail Road and Navigation Company

Railroad construction across Tenmile Creek.

Read More About It

For more detail, Bill Lansing’s 
2007 book, Can’t You Hear the Whistle 
Blowing, is the definitive work on the 
subject of  local railroads. See Instigator: 
The Troubled Life of  Lorenzo Dow Kinney 
by Dick and Judy Wagner (2008) 
for information on the twisted railroad 
schemes of  North Bend promoter 
Major L.D. Kinney. Also see a 1974 
manuscript entitled “A Century of  
Coos County Railroads” by Steve 
Greif. Each of  these publications is 
on sale, and discounted for CCHS 
members, at our Coos Historical & 
Maritime Museum Store.
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Roll Call 
August - November 15, 2011 

New Members
New Individual
Beauchemin, Rhoda, NB
Bice, Catherine, NB
Bingham, Charles, Tacoma, WA
Day, Charles, CB
Capehart, Fran, Coquille
Laskey, Don, Reedsport, OR
Nored, Richard, CB
Ostrom, Daniel, NB

New Family 
Beauchemin, Rhoda, NB
Berry, Sean & Becka, CB
Clarke, Jim & Nancy, NB
Harris, Jerry & Shirley, CB
Heath, Michael & Ann, Coulterville, CA
Hinerman, Craig & Vivian, CB
Moore, Vonnie & Bob, Gig Harbor, WA
North Bend High Key Club, NB
Rifkin, Gary & Karla, CB
Sheldon, Mark, CB
Woods, Capt. Gene & Reni, CB

New Business/Corporate 
Bay Area Chamber of Commerce, CB
Coos Bay Lions Club, CB 
Coos Bay North Bend Rotary, NB
Coos Bay Pilots Association, CB
Coos Bay Urban Renewal Agency, CB
Coos County Republicans, NB
Coquille Animal Hospital, Coquille 
Emmanuel Episcopal Church, CB
Kiwanis Club of North Bend, NB
Northwest Natural Gas Corp, CB 
Peter O. Hanson, Lawyer, Portland, 

OR
P.S. Inc, DBA Subway, NB
Shoji Planning & Development , CB
Southport Forest Products, CB
The World, CB
Tower Motor Company, CB

Renewed Members
Renewed Individual
Bechtold, Paula, NB

Jensen, Andie E., CB
Johnson, Monita Parrish, NB
Loftus, Mitzi, Ashland, OR
Pekny, Frank & Helen, Pasadena, CA
Penny, Donna, CB
Philpott, James, NB
Pruhsmeier, Karen Henslee, NB
Smith, Cory, CB
Sweatt, Dana & Linda, NB

Renewed Family
Arbas, Bill & Sally, NB
Banks, Walt & Sheila, CB
Beckham, Dr Stephen and Patricia, 
 Lake Oswego, OR
Cooper, Bob & Beverly, Bend
Duskin, Ray & Rosella, CB
Golder, Lee & Sharon, NB
Gregor, Gary & Martha, NB
Irvin, Don and Dorothy, CB
Kendrick, Bill & Joan, CB
Knutson Towboat Company, CB
Larson, Matt & Amy, CB
Leberti, Louis and Kathleen, CB
Littlefield, Jon & Lee, CB
Murray, Wayne & Carol, CB
Poole, Art & Toni, CB
Quinn, Mike & Lindi, CB
Richards, Jon & Kathy, NB
Soules, Doug & Cricket, CB
Stebbins, Mike & Mary Lou, NB
Strain, Hal & Patti, Myrtle Point
Sweet, A.W., NB
Woods, Steve & Jeanne, CB

Renewing Business/Corporate
Abel Insurance Agency, CB
Benetti's Italian Restaurant, CB
Lesan, Jerry & Darla, CB
Lone Rock Timber Management, CB

Donations
Operating Expense
Sweet, A.W., NB

Memorial Donations
In Memory of Rollie Greif 
 Greif, Steve, NB

In Memory of Dorothy Heath
 The Rivermen, CB

In Memory of Hillis and  
 Pete Christiansen
 Norton, Jerry, Rockville, MD

In Memory of Evelyn Rudin
 Granger, Mary, NB

Building Fund
Granger, Mary, NB
Beckett, Arthur & Janna, Eugene, OR
Bradford, Stephen and 
 Sally, McMurray, PA
Buckingham, Mary Lynn, Eugene, OR
Clarke, Jim & Nancy, NB
Coos Bay Area Zonta Service
 Foundation, CB
Dobbes, Marylee, Redmond, OR
Donnelly, Anne, CB
Elkins, Roberta and Harold, 
 Jacksonville, FL
Evonuk, Tom & Heidi, Vida, OR
Followell, Laurie, Portland, Or
Gehlert, Janet & Gary, Sunriver, OR
Graber, Kenneth & Julie, NB
Greif, Jeff & Paula, Elmira, OR
Greif, John & Katherine, NB
Greif, Merton & Therese, NB
Greif, Mike & Marti, Kennewick, WA
Greif, Nadienem NB
Groben, Millard & Elizabeth, CB
Groth, Steve & Jennifer, CB
Hagge, Janet, NB
Huggins, Brian & Anne, Canby, OR
Huggins, Gary & Michelle, Amity, OR
Huggins, Greg & Lisa, Marysville, WA
MacPherson, Col. Jeff & Valerie, 
 Colorado Springs, CO
MacPherson, John & Bev, NB
McKeown, Jeff & Caddy, CB
Miles, Jim & Pat, NB
Peick, Jean & Larry, Tualatin, OR
Phillips, Jerry, CB
Pratt, Ken & Betty, NB
Prouty, Sally, NB
Rawson, Shirley, Idaho Falls, ID
Ross, Bob & Nanette, Coquille
St. Laurent, Georges C., Jr., V
 ancouver, WA
Stewart, James and Dianne, 
 Shiremanstown, PA
Stewart, John & Gail, Tallahassee, FL

Simmons, Marjorie, CB
Valerio, Marie, CB
Wagner, Dick & Judy, NB
Whitty, John & Teri, CB
Whitty, McDaniel, Bodkin & Combs, LLP, 

CB

New Acquisitions
Atkins, Del – Wood Patterns from North 

Bend Iron Works
Beauchemin, Rhoda – Digital Photograph 

of Coos County
Beckham, Stephen Dow – 12 Telephone 

Directories
Bennett, Earl, Sr. – Book on Merci Train
Cooper, Travis – Locally produced DVD
Cross, Pat – Digital photographs of Coos 

County Logging
Easley, Toni – 1 Cutlip’s Ice Pick
Engels, John – 2 Books, 1 Timber Scribe, 

6 BLM signs, 3 Scribe Castings
Greif, Steve – Football Roster printed on 

Myrtle Wood
Hansen, Peter – 2 DVDs on ILWU, 7 

North Bend Yearbooks
Johnson, Ken – Piece of Coal
Johnson, Nan – Centennial Tree Photo-

graphs
Kohler, Eric – 1 Military Leave Pass
Leeling, Barb – 1 I.D. Badge, 3 Programs, 

14 Photographs of Coos County
Lowrey, Dave – Door from Timber Inn, 

Rubbing, and Etching
North Bend July Jubilee Committee – July 

Jubilee Medal
Owens, Kevin – Coos Bay Pirate Uniform 

and Photograph
Parker, Connie – 4 Cookbooks, 1 Puzzle
Perry, Donna – 1 Panoramic Photograph 

of Ships at C. A. Smith Mill 
Phillips, Dennis – 3 Slate Tiles from 

Lifesaving Station
Schaefer, Dan & Alice Anne – 3 Coins, 2 

Lighters, 1 Medal, 1 Button
Troutman, Donna – Red Cross Certificate
Underwood, Bill & Barbara – 3 Cook-

books
Wagner, Dick & Judy – 11 Photographs of 

Local Ships
Wardlow, Lee and Diane – Hotel Coos 

Bay Stamp

2012 Calendars For Sale
If you’re interested in historic 

railways, railroads, and trains; come to the 
Coos Historical & Maritime Museum book store 
after Dec. 3rd and purchase the 2012 calendar 

with the timeless theme of TRAINS! 

The calendar is full of photographs from our 
collection and just in time for the holidays. 

CH&MM

1220 Sherman Ave. – North Bend, OR 97459

2012
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ver 60 guests were 
entertained on October 22nd 

at a successful fundraising dinner-
auction event held at the Bandon 
Harbortowne Center. Board member 
Teri Whitty organized the event with 
the idea of  raising funds for both the 

ant to claim an extra tax
benefit at the end of  the year? 

There's nothing like the gift of  basically 
free money for the holidays. 

Did you know you can donate to the 
Coos County Historical Society, one of  
300 cultural nonprofits in Oregon, and 
then match that gift for free by donating an 
equal amount to the Oregon Cultural 
Trust?  Here’s the good part: 100% of  
your matching gift will be returned when 
you file your taxes.  It's free to you and 
good for Oregon. Donate by December 
31st and get it all back by April 15th!  Sev-
eral times, the Historical Society has won 
grants from the Oregon Cultural Trust so 
we do reap the benefits of  this program.

We know...it sounds too good to be 
true. That's why this year the Cultural 
Trust has updated their website. Check 
out new features like the catchy, animated 
video explanation of  how the Trust dona-
tion process works.  

And remember, the doubling of  your 
donation also comes from the fact that the 
CCHS is close to obtaining grants from 
two foundations which will match local 
donations. Please keep the CCHS on your 
“gift list” this holiday season!

any of you have said: 
“I wish I knew more about 

local history.” Now is your chance! Local 
historian Steve Greif will teach a course 
about our region at SWOCC during 
winter term. “History of  Oregon and the 
South Coast” (HST 240) will meet each 
Thursday evening from 6 to 8:50 p.m. in 
Stensland Hall 202 from January 12th thru 
March 22nd.  The course, while surveying 
Oregon history and geography, will often 
rely on documents and information from 
the South Coast to illustrate the larger 
story about our state. Two textbooks will 
be used: William Robbins, Oregon: This 
Storied Land (2005) and Nathan Douthit, 
A Guide to Oregon South Coast History: 
Traveling the Jedediah Smith Trail (1999). 
Sales of  these texts will be at the SWOCC 

n December 3rd the 
Coos Historical and Maritime 

Museum will be kicking off  their month 
long holiday sale with an Author Talk/
Book Signing and Boat Extravaganza!  
Our featured author, Bill Lansing, will be 
discussing his most recent published work, 
50 Years!  Honoring Our Past, Lighting 
the Future: 1961-2011 – Southwestern 
Oregon Community College.  In addition to 
Mr. Lansing’s new book, the Coos Histori-
cal and Maritime Museum Book Store will 
also offer a special, one-time-only sale of  
a variety of  over 50 ship models and boat 
building kits. These will only be available 
while supplies last!

uthor/historian Lionel
Youst gave a well-received 

talk to over 30 guests at the CH&MM on 
October 1st. Youst, who has previous pub-
lished two books on local Native Ameri-
cans as well as the popular book about the 
history of  the Glenn Creek area Above 
The Falls, described several thrilling stories 
from his recent publication: Lost in Coos. 
His latest book recounts twelve different 
episodes of  search and rescue operations 
in the wilderness of  eastern Coos County 
from the late 1800’s to 2000. 

Using newspaper stories, first person 
accounts, interviews, and recollections of  

Oregon & South Coast History Course

Fundraising Party in Bandon
CCHS education program and the new 
history Center. Each of  those causes will 
receive over $2,125 as a result of  ticket 
sales and auction proceeds. 

Guests were entertained by stroll-
ing models wearing the latest fashions 
courtesy of  Devon and Stan Mat-

suda  of  Devon’s 
Boutique, Beth and 
Ed Wood of  Ban-
don Mercantile, and 
Stephanie Wilson 
of  The Painted Ze-
bra. Delicious reci-
pes from around the 
world were prepared 
to follow the theme 
of  “Cruise Party”.

Two separate events, 
one special day!bookstore but proceeds from those sales go 

to the CCHS!
This three-credit course carries 

standard tuition and fee charges of  $326. 
Students who do not need college credits 
or grades may choose to audit the course 
and pay only $212. Students 65 and over 
will pay only $89 for the course. 

Students comfortable with computers 
can now begin registering with WebAdvi-
sor at www.socc.edu.  Otherwise students, 
especially those who have not taken a 
SWOCC class lately, can meet face-to-face 
for registration at the First Stop Center 
in Dellwood Hall from 8 to 5 weekdays 
on the Southwestern campus. Contact 
instructor Steve Greif  at 541.756.7871 
or stevenandjoan@gmail.com for more 
information. 

his own involvement as a search partici-
pant in several of  the events, Youst has as-
sembled a valuable volume of  little known 
episodes in local history. His book contains 
maps and photos as well as interesting 
quotations from some of  the rescue vic-
tims. The book is divided into two major 
sections: tales of  citizens who got lost in 
the wilderness prior to road development 
and those who had vehicle accidents on 
forest roads developed in the area after the 
Columbus Day Storm of  1962. The har-
rowing conditions of  the victims and the 
heroic efforts of  the rescuers made for an 
exciting presentation. Youst’s book is now 
on sale at the museum store for $15.00. 
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556 N. Bayshore Drive
Coos Bay, Oregon

541-269-0355

Rock solid in real estate.sm

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Nov. 24 Thanksgiving, museum closed

Dec. 3 Book Signing and Sales Event
 First Saturday Free Day, with the 

donation of  4 non-perishable food 
items

Dec. 15 Coos Bay Public Library 
 Historically Speaking Lecture Series

Dec. 18 South Coast Striders hike to 
 Kentucky Falls

Dec. 31 Final Day of  Holiday Sale!

Jan. 7 First Saturday Free Day, with the 
donation of  4 non-perishable food 
items

Jan. 18 Board Meeting @ 4:00PM

Feb. 4 First Saturday Free Day, with the 
donation of  4 non-perishable food 
items

Feb. 15 Board Meeting @ 4:00PM


