
2018 First Tuesday Talks Lecture Series Speaker Information 

FEBRUARY 6 

Joshua Hirschstein and Maren Beck 

Authors and Textile Experts 

Title of Lecture: Silk Weavers of Hill Tribe Laos: Textiles, Tradition and Well-Being 

Description of Lecture: 

The traditional weavers of NE Laos, and in particular the Lao Loum and Tai Daeng people of Xam Tai in 
remote Houaphan Province, have been weaving beautiful and intricate silk textiles under their homes 
for over 250 contiguous generations; it has been their means of transmitting their cultural inheritance 
as well as a backbone of the local economy. 

Today, the art of sericulture, textile and loom design, natural dyeing and weaving is still vital and 
central, and the dedication to textile creation continues to provide a cultural and economic foundation 
for the people of the region. The encroachment of the modern world provides new challenges 
and opportunities for these artists as they seek to adapt with their cultural integrity intact. 

CHM Executive Director Susan Tissot recently co-led a two-week group travel experience for 14 people 
to SE Asia in October/November 2017.  This lecture is a continuation of that world study opportunity. 
Our speakers will bring textiles for display and sale on the evening of their lecture. 20% of the proceeds 
will benefit the Coos History Museum. Copies of Beck and Hirschstein’s book will also be available for 
sale in the museum store.  A book signing will follow their lecture. 

Bio on our Speakers: 

Spouses Maren Beck and Joshua Hirschstein have been exploring and documenting the traditional 
textile arts of Laos and Vietnam since 2005.  They are the owners of Above the Fray: Traditional 
Hilltribe Art (www.hilltribeart.com), and the authors of “Silk Weavers of Hill Tribe Laos: Textiles, 
Tradition and Well-Being” (Thrums Books, 2017). 

Maren and Josh have been particularly smitten with the character, beauty, resourcefulness and art of 
the people in the remote Annamite Mountains of northern Laos and Vietnam. In these regions are 
dozens of unique tribal cultures, each with its own beliefs, traditions, languages, and forms of artistic 
expression. Exploring these regions, engaging with the people, and understanding and sharing their 
beautiful and profound art has become a passion. 

Maren, who grew up in a house full of looms, has always loved textiles and color-play. After graduating 
from Wellesley College, she first visited Southeast Asia with future-husband Josh in 1984. She's been 
smitten – with travel, hand-woven textiles, handmade indigenous village art, and Joshua - ever since. 
Joshua began his career teaching high school English in Seattle and ESL in Kathmandu, Nepal. He 
received an M.A. in Education from U.C. Berkeley and, since 1990, has directed a private tutoring 
service. Maren and Joshua met as 'cello stand-partners in a high school string ensemble, and they 
make their home in Eugene, OR. 



MARCH 6 

Kay Demlow 

Designer, Dressmaker and Fashion Historian 

Title of Lecture: From the Skin Out: What They Were Wearing Underneath 

Description of Lecture: 

 

Bio on our Speaker: 

Kay Demlow is the owner, designer and dressmaker of Lavender’s Green Historic Clothing, a home-
based business in Hillsboro, Oregon.  The business began with a love of the craft of fine sewing and a 
deep appreciation of historic preservation. Kay has created authentic reproduction clothing for historic 
sites, pageants, Oregon Trail wagon train travelers, media productions, theaters and living history 
reenactments.  She creates and presents interpretive programs and fashion shows.  

Kay Demlow is active in local and national historical groups.  She is a member of the Hillsboro Historical 
Society, the Washington County Historical Society History Roundtable, Restore Oregon, Association of 
Living History Farms and Agricultural Museums, Friends of Historic Champoeg, Hillsboro Landmarks 
Advisory Committee and the National Trust for Historic Preservation.  She is the founder and a 
coordinator of the Edwardian Society of Oregon. She not only studies and sews historic clothes; she 
wears her creations at historic events throughout the year. 

APRIL 3 

Alexa Carlton 

Outreach Coordinator, Coos Watershed Association 

Title of Lecture: Ecological Landscaping: Bringing the Wild Back into Our Urban Spaces 

Description: 

What is it ecological landscaping, and why should you be doing it too? Have you wondered why the 
landscaping in the Coos History Museum parking lot looks a little…. different? In this First Tuesday talk, 
local ecologist and educator Alexa Carleton will fill you in on a secret: ecological landscaping (that 
which provides benefits to water, land, and wildlife) is easy, fun, and a critical component to a 
sustainable future. She will give you her favorite list of plants that are well-adapted to our area, 
provide numerous benefits to people and wildlife alike, and are easy to obtain locally. She will also 
explain the unique landscaping at the Coos History Museum, which was designed to attract pollinators 
and filter the parking lot’s runoff before it reaches the bay. 

Bio on our Speaker:  

Alexa joined the Coos Watershed Association (CoosWA) in 2013. Her background is in insect ecology, 
which she discovered while studying Evolution and Ecology at UC Davis. She went on to complete a 



Masters of Environmental Science at Washington State University Vancouver, focusing on habitat 
restoration for rare butterflies. She now weaves plant and insect ecology into everything she does as 
the Education Program Leader for the CoosWA, through projects that connect people to nature 
through urban restoration and ecological landscaping. 

 

MAY 1 

Steve and Jeanne Woods 

Co-authors and Coos Bay Pilot Members 

Title of Lecture: A Historic & Contemporary Perspective on Piloting the Coos Bay Bar 

Description: 

Sea stories and slideshow about the hazardous work of guiding ships safely across the Coos Bay bar, 
including historical backgrounds of the Coos Bay Pilots. Captain Woods will share his perspectives of 
the port from 1862 to our present-day shipping concerns.  
 
Bio on our Speakers: 

Captain Steven E. Woods has worked in the maritime industry for over 40 years, starting as a deckhand 
on tugboats at age 15.  He currently works as a ship pilot, holding pilotage for Coos Bay, Yaquina Bay, 
and the Columbia River-Willamette River grounds. He is a board member on the State Board of 
Maritime Pilots, representing Coos Bay.  
 
Jeanne Woods holds a master’s degree in education from Oregon State University, and began her high 
school teaching career in 1980. She has taught in several South Coast school districts, and enjoys 
designing and sewing costumes for local theater groups. 
 
Steven and Jeanne Woods are co-authors of, O Pilot! Historical Sketches of the Coos Bay Bar Pilots 
published in 2013. Copies of their book are available for sale in the museum store. A book signing will 
follow the lecture. 
 
JUNE 5 

David George Gordon 

Author, Speaker and Sasquatch Scholar 

Title of Lecture: Sasquatch: Man-Ape or Myth? 

Description: 

People in the Northwest have been reporting encounters with the Sasquatch—a hairy, eight- to ten-
foot-tall hominid —for hundreds of years.  Yet aside from a collection of large footprint casts and 
several fairly convincing eyewitness accounts, no scientifically accepted evidence has been offered to 
establish this being’s existence. This illustrated talk looks at ways to become an effective “citizen 



scientist,” gathering credible evidence that can be used to prove or disprove the Sasquatch’s 
existence.  Audience members are encouraged to tell their tales and share their experiences with this 
mysterious creature – a favorite part of this thought-provoking evening. 

 Bio on our Speaker: 

David George Gordon is the author of The Sasquatch Seeker’s Field Manual: Using Citizen Science to 
Uncover North America's Most Elusive Creature. An accomplished science communicator, he has 
spoken at the American Museum of Natural History, The Philadelphia Academy of Sciences, Yale 
University, the Smithsonian Institution and Ripley’s Believe It or Not! museums in Hollywood and Times  
Square. Copies of David’s book will be available for purchase in the museum store. A book signing will 
follow the lecture. 
 

JULY 3RD – HOLIDAY -- NO FIRST TUESDAY TALK 

 

AUGUST 7TH 

Dr. Robert Miller 

Professor, Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law at Arizona State University & Justice on the Grand 
Ronde Tribe Court of Appeals 

Title of Lecture: Doctrine of Discovery, Manifest Destiny and Oregon 

Description: 

North America was colonized under an international legal principle that is known today as the Doctrine 
of Discovery. When Europeans and Americans set out to explore and exploit new lands in the fifteenth 
through the twentieth centuries, they justified their governmental and property claims over these 
territories and over the indigenous inhabitants with the Discovery Doctrine. This legal principle was 
created and justified by religious and ethnocentric ideas of European and Christian superiority over the 
other cultures, religions, and races of the world. The Doctrine provided that newly arrived Europeans 
automatically acquired property rights in native lands and gained governmental, political, and 
commercial rights over the inhabitants without the knowledge or the consent of the indigenous 
people. When Euro-Americans planted their flags and religious symbols in “newly discovered” lands, 
they were undertaking well-recognized legal procedures and rituals of Discovery to demonstrate their 
country's legal claim over the lands and peoples. Professor Miller will explain the doctrine and how it 
became American Manifest Destiny and led to the United States acquiring the Oregon Country.  

Copies of Dr. Miller’s book, Discovering Indigenous Lands: The Doctrine of Discovery in the English 
Colonies will be available for sale in the museum store. A book signing will follow the lecture. 

Bio on our Speaker: 

Robert J. Miller is a professor at the Sandra Day O’Connor College of Law at Arizona State University 
and the faculty director of the Rosette LLP American Indian Economic Development Program. He was 



appointed in June 2016 to the Navajo Nation Council of Economic Advisors. Bob was elected to 
memberships in the American Law Institute in 2012 and in the American Philosophical Society in 2014 
(which elected only 5,506 members 1743-2014). He graduated from Lewis & Clark Law School and 
clerked for Judge O’Scannlain of the U.S. Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. Bob is a justice on the Grand 
Ronde Tribe Court of Appeals and for other tribes. He has written dozens of articles, books, editorials, 
and book chapters on Indian law issues, and spoken at conferences in over thirty states and in New 
Zealand, Canada, Australia, England, and India. He is the author of three books: Discovering Indigenous 
Lands: The Doctrine of Discovery in the English Colonies; Reservation Capitalism: Economic 
Development in Indian Country and Native America, Discovered and Conquered: Thomas Jefferson, 
Lewis and Clark and Manifest Destiny. His third book, Reservation “Capitalism:” Economic Development 
in Indian Country, was published in 2012 and came out in paperback in 2013. Bob is a citizen of the 
Eastern Shawnee Tribe of Oklahoma. 
 

SEPTEMBER 4TH 

Don Costello 

Chief Judge of the Coquille Indian Tribe 

Title of Lecture: Pocock Racing Shells and the Tree of Life 

Description: 

Don Costello will display and share the history of two racing shells that George Pocock built in the 
1960’s, and of a third shell, a Pocock Classic, built by Steve Chapin in 2009 in the Pocock tradition. 
These rare, fragile, row-able boats are constructed primarily from western red cedar, known by the 
indigenous peoples of the Pacific Northwest coast as the “tree of life”.  

The presentation will include a demonstration of rowing technique; a brief history of Costello’s 
involvement in the sport of rowing as competitor, coach, developer, and historian; and his perspective 
on why western red cedar is to him, indeed, the “tree of life”.  

Bio on our Speaker: 

Don Costello was raised in the wine country of California. He discovered crew (competitive rowing) in 
fall of 1966 as a freshman at UC Berkeley, raced inter-collegiately for Cal Crew during his 
undergraduate years, and has been deeply involved in the sport ever since. He has had two stints 
coaching crew for University of Oregon (1971-1972 and 2015-currently); was the founder of several 
other collegiate- and private rowing programs; and serves as business manager for several of Norway’s 
Olympic rowers. The Pocock shells come from the group of wooden singles, doubles and oars he has 
assembled into one of the largest private collections in the country. He has been an Oregon lawyer 
since 1977, a judge since 1984, and Chief Judge of the Coquille Indian Tribe since 1997. He lives in Coos 
Bay with his wife Karen, who is also a lawyer and rower, and his father Howard.  

 

OCTOBER 2ND 

Mary Beth Beuke 



 
Artist, Author, and Owner, West Coast Sea Glass 

Title of Lecture: The Sea Glass Journey - Finding, Identifying and Stories of the Ocean's Frosty Gems 
 
Description: 
 
Extreme sea glasser, silversmith and author, Mary Beth has traversed the globe collecting, studying, 
and speaking about sea glass for decades. She will bring a colorful exhibit of the world’s rarest pieces of 
sea glass and will share her adventures in finding the pieces, identifying their origin as well as 
discussing color rarity. If time allows, Mary Beth will help to identify pieces that are brought by 
attendees. She will have an exhibit of her art jewelry made from sea glass and will be available to sign 
books also. 
 
Copies of, The Ultimate Guide to Sea Glass, will be available in the museum store. A comprehensive 
guide with high quality, color photos describing what sea glass is, its allure, history and unique 
aspects. The Ultimate Guide to Sea Glass is a definitive work on everything sea glass. A book signing 
will follow the lecture. The author will also have her Sea Glass jewelry on display and for sale at the 
lecture; 20% of the sales will benefit the museum. 
 
Bio on our Speaker: 
 

President of the North American Sea Glass Association '05-'10 and published sea glass writer, 
photographer and speaker, Mary Beth Beuke is a Pacific Northwest native with one of the world's most 
elaborate sea glass collections. She is owner, artist and collector for West Coast Sea Glass and her sea 
glass art jewelry is now found in over 50 galleries all over the world. She's journeyed the planet for sea 
glass for a lifetime and her story and collection have been featured on the Travel Channel, in National 
Geographic, Smithsonian, Coastal Living, NY Times, Parade, Radio New Zealand, Ocean Home, Seattle 
Times, Sunset and more. MB exhibits her collection at museums and libraries often. Mary Beth has 
won Startup Nation’s “Leading Moms in Business” award. She lives and uses her sea glass collection in 
fine art jewelry while working from two studios along the shores in Washington State where she is also 
co-founder of the "Smarties, Smart Art Instruction" school for artist entrepreneurs. She has three 
children and enjoys kayaking and public speaking in her spare time. She is the author of, The Ultimate 
Guide to Sea Glass, Skyhorse Publishing. 

NOVEMBER 6TH 

Bill Lansing 

Retired President and CEO, Menasha Forest Products Corporation and Author 

Title of Lecture: Pilgrims, Forests, Railroads and Politics 

Description: 

Bill Lansing will trace the migration of the timber barons from Maine to Michigan to Washington and 
finally to Coos Bay, Oregon where master ship builders, sawmills and loggers combined to make the 



harbor (at one time) the largest forest products exporting port in the world. This was not accomplished 
without consequences, fraudulent and otherwise. Railroads not only opened the west, but held a grip 
on huge swaths of land and forests from Minneapolis to Seattle. They played fast and loose with their 
ownership.  Lansing will talk about the Public Domain, the formation of the U. S. Forest Service Lands 
and that of the Bureau of Land Management and how those century old debates have spiraled into the 
political morass today.  

Copies of Bill Lansing’s books are available for sale in the museum store. A book signing will follow the 
lecture. 

Bio on our Speaker: 

Bill Lansing grew up in northern California on a small ranch, but considers himself an Oregonian.  He 
and his wife Ann have lived in Coos Bay since 1969 and have two grown boys.  

He received his formal education from Humboldt State University, Yale and Stanford University and 
can’t seem to get into the rivalry between the Ducks and the Beavers; although he never misses a 
recorded version of a Duck’s football game.  

After graduation from Yale and the marriage to his wife, he went to work for Menasha in Coos Bay, OR. 
He retired from Menasha as President and Chief Executive Officer. Over the years, he has served on 
many corporate and non-profit boards including: Umpqua Bank, the Lone Rock Timber Company, the 
Southwest Oregon Community College Foundation Board, the World Forestry Center Board in Portland, 
OR and the Boy Scouts America Council in Eugene, OR. He played a significant role in the Coos History 
Museum’s capital campaign raising the funds for the construction of the building; the upstairs library is 
named in his honor. 

Bill has written six books on historical subjects of Coos County. He generously donated several of his 
books to help generate operating income in the museum store. He also wrote two personal books 
about the genealogy and history of the Lansing family dating back to Holland in 1656.  Bill tells us that: 
“History is made by those who lived it, commemorated by those who were told about it and 
interpreted by those who read about it. Much gets lost in the translation.” 

 

DECEMBER 4TH 

TBA 


