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Scenes from Mutiny at the Museum:
an Epic Evening with Seafaring Outlaws

Photos by Anne Guerin and Alexandra Tissot
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President’s Message
Carol Ventgen
Greetings from
your new Board of
Trustees president.
It was my honor
to be elected at
the June 30th annual membership
meeting.
A bit about me. Although I’m a
fourth generation Oregonian, I am
not a native of Coos County. I came to
take the position of Coos Bay Public
Library director in 1975, planning to
move on in five years or so to further
my career elsewhere. But something
happened. In addition to loving the
job, the more I learned about the
region and its rich history, meeting its
people and hearing their stories, the
more I grew to love it here. Before I
knew it, roots had developed. There
was no question for myself and
my husband of moving anywhere
else after retirement. So joining
the Society’s Board immediately
afterward in 2012 was the perfect
next step for me.
Both my husband, Mike, and I
became volunteers at the reception
desk when the new building opened in
July of 2015. It is incredibly rewarding
to talk with museum visitors, locally
and from all over the world – over
7,765 of them so far in 2018. I so

enjoy sharing their enthusiasm
for our region’s beauty, its friendly
welcoming people, and its stories as
told in our museum’s exhibits. I’m
proud to represent the museum as a
Board member, having learned about
the important educational role it plays
through special children’s and adult
programming, seeing how its creative
exhibits preserve the area’s rich
heritage and interpret that history,
and recognizing the economic impact
the museum has in our community. It
has enabled me to see the continuum
of history here. I really believe that if
you don’t know where you and your
community have been, you can’t fully
understand how you got to where you
are now, nor plan your future.
Another rewarding aspect of
involvement with the museum has
been getting to know and appreciate
the hard-working staff and 100+
dedicated volunteers who make the
museum the class act that it is. I also
enjoy working with such a terrific
Board, people who bring a fantastic
array of talents, skills and relevant
expertise to policy-making for the
Coos County Historical Society and its
museum.
I can’t finish without talking about
how much the important work of the
museum depends on your donations.

Thanks to the staff, Board, volunteers
and members, the recent annual
fundraiser, Mutiny at the Museum: an
Epic Evening with Seafaring Outlaws,
was not only fun, it was a big success.
But additional contributions are
needed, so I hope you’ll consider
including the museum in your yearend giving, in whatever amount
you can afford. If you have required
distributions from a retirement
account coming up, I hope you’ll think
about having some of those funds sent
directly to the museum. That helps
support its mission while giving you
a potential tax benefit. Thanks to all
the members who give financially,
volunteer their time, and attend
programs and events.
See you at the museum!

Coos County
Historical Society

Staff

Executive Director: Susan Tissot
Curator: Debra Semrau
Education Coordinator: Amy Pollicino
Volunteer Coordinator and Store
Manager: Valerie Caskey
Marketing, and Special Events
Coordinator: Joni Eades
Visitor Services Assistant: Becca Hill
Bookkeeper: Terri Knight

Board of Trustees

President: Carol Ventgen
Vice-President: Xandra McKeown
Secretary: Anne Guerin
Treasurer: Norm Herning
Trustees: Toni Ann Brend, Steve Greif,
Ryan Hogan, Jan Hooper, David Laird,
Xandra McKeown, Tina Mendizabal,
Kristi Pennington, Arlene Roblan,
Carl Siminow

Museum Admission

Third Annual Fermentation Day: A group of 50-60 people enjoyed a
beautiful Saturday, September 22, on the bay while watching presentations
and fermentation demos from Coos Head Food Co-op (Ashley Audycki),
7 Devils Brewery (Annie Pollard), and Blazing Bulldog Industries (Frank
Murphy with North Bend’s student culinary program). Photo by Amy Pollicino
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Open Tuesday thru Sunday, 10–5
Adults = $7, Children 5-17 = $3
Family Rate (household) = $17
AARP, AAA, and senior discounts.
Free admission to CCHS members,
NARM program members, and
active-duty military.
541.756.6320, www.cooshistory.org
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Executive Director’s Note
Susan Tissot
We are well into
our planned year of
honoring veterans
and active duty
military with our
2018 public program series. Three
of the four special exhibits related to
veterans and military service have
completed their run at the museum
and have been very well received. In
addition, 1,400 people from around
the country (as this newsletter went
to press) took advantage of the 2018
free veteran’s admission program
funded by the Coquille Tribal
Community Fund and the Mr. and
Mrs. Michael Keiser Fund. Many
new, first-time visitors attended the
museum which supports our goal
to expand the museum’s reach with
every new public program we offer.
On October 17 we opened our
newest exhibit, Vet Ink: Tattoos

Inspired by Military Service. Nine
veterans and three active duty
military came forward to share
the stories related to their military
inspired tattoos. The exhibit is
a very personal glimpse into life
experiences from members of our
greater community. We thank the
participants for sharing a portion
of their lives with us. The exhibit is
dedicated to all the men and women
who serve.
We received generous
financial support for this program
via sponsorships from Coast
Metal Works, Inc., West Coast
Contractors, Oregon Pacific Bank,
Coos Bay/North Bend Rotary,
the City of Coos Bay, Classic hits
92.9 K-DOCK radio and the Coos
Bay Lions Club. Local talent from
our exhibit contractors Aron Tyler
Photography, Larry Watson from
WOW arts & exhibits Inc., Vinnie

Two New Members on CHM Board

Hailing from Charleston, OR,
Cristina Mendizabal joined the CHM
board this past summer, bringing youth
and enthusiasm. As the granddaughter
of Martha Butler, Cristina is continuing
her family legacy of commitment to
the museum. She currently works for
the South Coast Education Service
District as a speech/language pathology
assistant. Event planning and fundraising experience is
part of Cristina’s resume.
David Laird, a recent retiree, has
deep roots in Coos County as a fourth
generation resident in the Dora/Sitkum
area where he went to school. His rural
residence is a long way from Chicago
where he pursued a career as a flower
trader from 1981-2008. David enjoys
researching genealogy and intends to
write a Laird family history, availing
himself of the extensive resources the CHM has to offer.
His interest in community and traditions will serve him
well in this regard and as a board member.
The museum would also like to acknowledge the
service of Joe Slack and Suzie McDaniel, both recently
retired from the Board of Trustees. We thank them for
their time with us and hope to see them at future museum
events.
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Cavarra and David Ford from
Inner Sanctum Studios and Coast
Metal Works, Inc. have all done an
amazing job working with museum
staff to create Vet Ink. The exhibit
will be on display through summer
2019, after which time it will be
available to travel to museums,
libraries, government buildings
and other public spaces. This is one
program you do not want to miss!
A strong sense of community
is what inspires us and keeps
the museum alive with relevant
and accessible programs. We are
committed to making a difference
and providing opportunities for
community dialogue while creating
a greater understanding of each
other. Community is what it is all
about. Our cultural landscape, the
terrain we live on, and how we share
our lives. Enjoy the fall. I hope to see
you at the museum soon.

Volunteers continue to be the backbone of museum functioning, with this group (including Coast Guard members)
helping Debra Semrau to move the artifacts destined for
the Lansing Library on the second floor to the temporary
container on south side of the building. Photo by Steve Greif

We are always looking for volunteers
to help out at the museum.
Contact Valerie Caskey at
volunteercoordinator@cooshistory.org
or call 541-756-6320 for more information.
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Calendar of Events

We are working hard at bringing new and relevant public programming to the community.
The following is a partial list of upcoming events. Check the museum’s website for a full
calendar of events, www.cooshistory.org.

OCTOBER

Exhibits: Coos County in Main Gallery;
Vet Ink: Tattoos Inspired by Military
Service on Mezzanine
2 – First Tuesday Talks: Museum
open extended hours 6-8p.m. with
galleries and store
open. Lecture begins
at 6:30p.m. $7 adults/
FREE for museum
members. Speaker:
Mary Beth Beuke,
The Sea Glass Journey – Finding,
Identifying and Stories of the Ocean’s
Frosty Gems. Extreme sea glasser,
silversmith and author, Mary Beth
has traversed the globe collecting,
studying, and speaking about sea
glass for decades. Sponsored by Al
Peirce Co. with additional in-kind
support from The Mill Casino.

4, 11, 18, 25 – Toddler Yoga:
10:30-11:30a.m., $7 adults/FREE
for museum members (Family level
or above). Kids will learn traditional
yoga poses as well as singing songs,
playing games, and other activities
that challenge their motor and social
skills.

13 – Oregon Writers Day: 1-2p.m.
Workshops are $10/adult, $8/
student. Workshops are taught by Dio
Morales and Christopher Rose. Author
readings, writing contest readings,
and awards are free from 2-4p.m.
14 – Second Sundays – Family Fun
Day: 10a.m.-5p.m. Museum admission
FREE all day. Hands-on activities for
kids and the young at heart, 1-3p.m.
Sponsored by Coquille Animal
Hospital and an anonymous business
donor.
17 – Vet Ink: Tattoos
Inspired by Military
Service. Exhibit runs
October 17 through
summer 2019.
Opening reception
5-7p.m.
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25 – Knot Club: 2-4p.m. Skillsharing club all about how to tie
different kinds of knots. Members
enjoy working on various projects
throughout the year. All levels
welcome.

NOVEMBER

Exhibits: Coos County in Main Gallery;
Vet Ink: Tattoos Inspired by Military
Service on Mezzanine

1, 8, 15, 29 – Toddler Yoga: 10:3011:30a.m., $7 adults/FREE for
museum members (Family level or
above). Kids learn traditional yoga
poses as well as singing songs, playing
games, and other activities that
challenge their motor and social skills.
6 – First Tuesday Talks: Museum
open extended hours 6-8p.m. with
galleries and store
open. Lecture begins
at 6:30p.m. $7 adults/
FREE for museum
members. Speaker:
Bill Lansing, Pilgrims,
Forests, Railroads and
Politics. Bill has written six books on
historical subjects of Coos County.
He generously donated several of
his books to help generate operating
income in the museum store. He also
wrote two personal books about the
genealogy and history of the Lansing
family dating back to Holland in 1656.
Sponsored by Al Peirce Co. with
additional in-kind support from The
Mill Casino.
10-24 – Museum Group Travel
aboard the Royal Clipper ship.
Travelers are going
with Executive
Director, Susan
Tissot, and world
traveler, Carol
Pinnell, to Barbados, Panama, Aruba,
Grenada and more. SOLD OUT! Stay
tuned for photos.

11 – Second Sundays – Family Fun
Day: 10a.m.-5p.m. Museum admission
FREE all day. Hands-on activities for

kids and the young at heart, 1-3p.m.
Sponsored by Coquille Animal Hospital
and an anonymous business donor.
21 – Museum closes at 1:30p.m.

22 – Museum closed in observance of
Thanksgiving.
29 – Knot Club: 2-4p.m. Skillsharing club all about how to tie
different kinds of knots. Members
enjoy working on various projects
throughout the year. All levels
welcome.

DECEMBER

Exhibits: Coos County in Main Gallery;
Vet Ink: Tattoos Inspired by Military
Service on Mezzanine
1 – CHM Second Annual Holiday
Open House and Artisan’s Market:
10a.m.-4p.m. Free admission, fine
hand-crafted gifts, craft activities for
children, light refreshments.
4 – First Tuesday Talks: Museum
open extended hours 6-8p.m. with
galleries and store
open. Lecture begins at
6:30p.m. $7 adults/FREE
for museum members.
Speaker: Steve Greif,
Underrated: Forgotten
Historical Citizens from
Coos County. Sponsored by Al Peirce
Co. with additional in-kind support
from The Mill Casino.

6, 13, 20 – Toddler Yoga: 10:3011:30a.m., $7 adults/FREE for
museum members (Family level or
above). Kids learn traditional yoga
poses as well as singing songs, playing
games, and other activities that
challenge their motor and social skills.
9 - Second Sundays – Museum Free
Day: 10a.m.-5p.m. Museum admission
FREE all day. Hands-on activities for
kids and the young at heart, 1-3p.m.
Sponsored by Coquille Animal Hospital
and an anonymous business donor.
24, 25, 26, 31, Jan. 1 – Holiday
closures.

Fall 2018

Membership
Roll Call
June 1, 2018 – August 31, 2018
New Membership/Individual
Maria Recken
Denise Hunter
New Membership/Family
Jessica Askland
Ann Dowdy
Carol & Bill Johnson
Patricia McKillip &
Dave Lunde
Brett Pruess
Eugene & Anne Sobbota
Tina Weekly
New Membership/Friend
Angela Amrine &
Christine Meyer
Thomas Gustafson
Tina Mendzabal
Linda Prefontaine
Linda Short
Christopher Wilson
New Membership/Business
C2C Quilting
Renewal/Individual
Anne Baughman
Dale Bishop
JoAn Conway
Dave Crane
Valorie Davis
Susan Ferguson
Julia Jennings
Julianna Johnson
Mitzi Loftus
Susanna Mendizable
Carol Nylander
Jane O’Dell-Baumgarten
Elaine Raper
Brenda Rioux
Debra Swafford
Laura Wade
Renewal/Family
Kelly Argenta
Susan Bjorkquist-Holmes
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Leo & Mary Fernandez
Matt & Kris Fluharty
Robert & Claudine
Hundhausen
Myra Lawson
Jim & Alice Layport
Robert & Jean Macy
Joan & Charles Mahaffy, Jr
Eva Moravcik & Jeff Reese
Daniel & Mary Robertson
Yvonne Spooner
Richard & Janice Vigue
Rex & Marcia Zeebuyth
Renewal Friend/Upgraded
Dennis & Janet Beetham
Melanie Bloom
Muriel Brainard
John S Burles, CPA
Patricia Choat Pierce
Janell Conner
Nathan & Eva Douthit
John Engels
William Hastings
Ryan & Melissa Hogan
Roger & Ellen Johnson
Korey Jorgensen
Jim & Debra Semrau
Gertrude Slowey
Joseph Stoffel
Bill & Barbara Underwood
Brad & Susan Veldstra
Chuck & Diana Wall
Maxeen Wegner
Renewal/Business
Ken Ware Chevrolet
Renewal Benefactor
Dennis & Susan Ottemiller
Cory Smith
Bruce C Jones, Jr
Renewal Historian/Upgraded
David & Cindy Laird
Joe & Claudia Slack

Tainya Adamson, from Chehalis, WA, recently discovered
items her family donated to the museum in the Coast Guard
exhibit: two lanterns and photos of her grandfather,
Chester Adamson, and great grandfather, Nils Adamson.
Her happy expression shows her pleasure in this discovery.
Photo by Carol Ventgen

Thanks to two generous grants from the Floyd Ingram
Charitable Foundation, five new interpretive signs were
installed on the grounds of the Coos History Museum.
The project team included CCHS Board Member Steve
Greif, CHM Executive Director Susan Tissot, and
Larry Watson, WOW arts & exhibits, North Bend, OR.
The signage interprets the museum site and nearby
landscapes including the New Carissa propeller, the
Dolbeer Steam Donkey, the Mosquito Fleet/The Welcome,
a section of the McCullough Bridge, and the former
Central Dock site that is currently home to the museum.
Each one is embedded with a “QR Code” that allows
visitors with a smartphone app to learn even more
information. Shown installing the signs in this photo are
Larry Watson and Bill Larondelle. Photo by Steve Greif
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Award Winners Named at Annual Meeting
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The Nathan Douthit Historian
Award, named in his honor
in 2017, is given annually to a
person or persons who have made
significant contributions to the
preservation of history in our area.
Nathan Douthit was a history
graduate of Harvard and the
University of California, Berkeley,
who came to Coos County in 1969
and taught history at Southwestern
Oregon Community College for
the next 28 years. Besides his
teaching career, Douthit was active
in the preservation of local history.
He served the Coos Historical
Society for many years and also
became a founder and officer of the
Marshfield Sun Printing Museum.
He has authored several books on
local history. Two of them, A Guide
to South Coast History: Traveling
the Jedediah Smith Trail and The
Coos Bay Region: Life on a Coastal
Frontier are still valuable resources
used by many history students
today.
This year the Society Board
of Directors awards the honor
to Cricket Soules. Cricket is
a longtime historical society
member. She has promoted the
preservation of local history
in numerous ways, mainly by
organizing the maintenance of
the Marshfield Pioneer Cemetery.
Besides the physical work of
keeping the cemetery grounds
presentable and protected, Cricket
and her volunteers have done
much research on those citizens
buried within the cemetery. She
has arranged many presentations
and ceremonies about those
citizens and has created a website
to preserve their memory.
The Martha Butler Service
Award is given to a person or
persons who have provided
exceptional assistance or service to
the Coos County Historical Society
or museum. Mrs. Butler made a
substantial donation to the Coos
Photos by Anne Guerin County Historical Society in 1999

that provided the seed money
to build the new Coos History
Museum by 2015. The award was
named in her honor in 2017.
This year the Society Board of
Directors awards the honor to the
Men and Women of the U.S. Coast
Guard (Sector North Bend). Over
many years, the local Coast Guard
men and women and their officers
have provided physical assistance
in moving and maintaining the
CHM collection of artifacts and
exhibit cases. They have also
provided assistance by developing
exhibits for the museum and by
providing landscaping services.
The CHM would also like to
thank Coast Guard officials for
making possible the acquisition
of one of the museum’s most
prized artifacts: the Cape Arago
lighthouse lens.
The Mary Banks Granger
Maritime History Award is
given to a person or persons who
contributes to the preservation
of maritime-related history. The
Granger Family has preserved
the history of the Kruse & Banks
Shipbuilding Company of North
Bend and have donated generously
to the museum. This award was
created by the board, and named in
honor of Mrs. Granger, in 2017.
This year the Society Board
of Directors awards the honor to
two people: Richard Whitwer and
Tom Hines, both valued volunteers
at the Coos History Museum.
Richard has greeted patrons at
the museum’s front desk, done
work in the research department,
and has spent many hours in the
maintenance of our collections.
Tom recently organized a team
of Coast Guard personnel to do
landscaping work at the museum.
Both have also developed maritime
related exhibits for the CHM
and have made several history
presentations on local lighthouses,
aids to navigation, and maritime
history.
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One of the many
benefits of getting a
Friend membership or
higher is being able to
gain free access to the
1,013 NARM museums
that are a part of that association.
More information is available at
the museum or on the website:

www.cooshistory.org

Is it time to purchase or renew your
annual membership? Make a donation?
Annual Fee:
___ Student ($15)
___ Individual ($35)
___ Family ($50)
___ Friend ($100)
___ Benefactor ($250)
___ Historian ($500)
___ Curator ($1,000)
___ Business membership
($100 or above)
___ Donation $___________

Membership has its rewards in shopping
locally. Show your membership card when
you shop at Tru Furniture and Katrina
Kathleen’s to receive 10% OFF regular prices.

At the Friend level and up, you can now receive
an additional new benefit – membership in the
North American Reciprocal Museums program
with free admission to 1,013+ museums across
the U.S. A link to the list of NARM members is
posted on our website and available for review
at our front desk.

Your annual membership becomes active from date of purchase.

Member Name:___________________________________ Date:_____________________________
Business Name:___________________________________

Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________________

Phone #:_______________________ Email:________________________________________________
___ Yes, send information about events via email.
___ Send information about volunteering and gifting.
If your VISA/MasterCard/DiscoveryCard is by mail: Card Type:_________________

Card #:________________________ Exp Date:____________ 3-digit Security Code:_________

Photo is of Mary Granger
celebrating her 101st birthday. She
died this summer just prior to her
103rd birthday. CHM had a long and
significant relationship with Mary,
whose family history in shipping has
been honored. Photo by Arlene Roblan

Photo by Susan Tissot

USCG Art: Through the Eye of the Artist
exhibit opened on July 19 with 200+ people
attending the reception. The USCG North
Bend Sector, Aids to Navigation Program, and
Coast Guard Auxiliary were present and did
multiple fly-overs of the HH-65 Helicopter, SAR
demonstrations, tours of the Trailerable Aids to
Navigation 26 foot boat and offered a boating
safety information table. The Chief Petty Officer’s
Association provided a BBQ meal with proceeds
going to their community service program.
Photo by Steve Greif
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

1210 North Front Street
Coos Bay, OR 97420

(541) 756-6320
www.cooshistory.org

A visit to Golden and Silver Falls east of Coos Bay was
the culmination of a Coos River tour led by Bill Mast and
Anne Guerin this July, with assistance from Bob Mahaffy
and Lionel Youst. The tour, with 45 participants, sold out
in three days.

is the quarterly publication of the
Coos County Historical Society
and sent to all members.
Funding for this newsletter is
generously provided by
Photo by Anne Guerin
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Ann Collins.
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