
 

February 14, 1859 Oregon joins the Union as the 33rd state.  Unlike any other state, Oregon joined with 

black exclusionary laws, making Oregon a “Whites Only” state.  Three exclusionary laws against Blacks 

existed.  #1 - Oregon outlawed slavery and gave slave owners three years to release their slaves; free 

blacks had to then leave or be subject to public lashing.  #2 – Prior to statehood Oregon restricted any 

people of color from merely entering and residing in the state and #3 – Oregon prohibited Blacks from 

being in the state, owning property and making contracts.  

In Oregon, on September 18, 1902 in the city of Coos Bay,  formerly Marshfield, a retired Black boxer 

from California who owned and operated a gymnasium named Alonzo Tucker was shot and killed by 

more than 100 gun-wielding White miners for the alleged crime of raping a white woman near South 

Marshfield’s Seventh Street Bridge. In spite of the fact he emphatically professed his innocence; he was 

given no trial.  Instead, this white mob shot him, then placed a rope around his neck as he laid dead and 

proceeded to hang him from the Seventh Street Bridge in South Marshfield.  This is the only documented 

lynching in Oregon.                          

The many atrocities committed against Black Americans, from the cruel and unusual act of slavery, to the 

failed Reconstruction in which progressive legislation was set forth favoring the rights of freed slaves,  

Debt Peonage, the Lynching Rampage of 1918; to the regressive, reprehensible and separatist Jim Crow 

laws of the South, and frankly too many to list, has led to continuous and present day fighting for Black 

equality.  In spite of the great strides towards equality and the ushering of the Civil Rights Acts of 1964 

championed by the dynamic Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr; America, rooted in racism has a long way to 

go to live up to the true meaning of it’s creed that all men are created equal.  

Hence the white mob that killed Alonzo Tucker and hung his lifeless body from a bridge thereby 

committing horrific acts to a corpse as hundreds of whites looked on; no trial by jury; is as repulsive as 

the two white men from Money Mississippi mutilating and killing 14 y.o. Emmett Till for allegedly 

whistling at a white woman, found “not guilty” by an all-male, all-white jury in spite of their confessions. 

Till’s murder remains open just as no one has received prosecution for Tuckers murder.   

In recent years, efforts shared by some states across the country in effort to reckon with the past have 

begun to honor and acknowledge Juneteenth aka Freedom day commemorating the date June 19, 1865 

when Major General Gordon Granger arrived in Galveston, TX with 2000 Union troops announcing from 

the steps of the Confederate headquarters all Slaves being held by opposing states are free. Juneteenth 

Oregon is honored that Nonetheless, reparations are owed to citizens of this country that identify as A 

Descendant of Slavery (ADOS).  The recent unrest of equality felt around the country has resulted in the 

removal and destruction of many memorials commemorating confederacy and divisiveness, and the 

erection of many memorials in honor of victims of racism sewn into this country.  Juneteenth Oregon 

hereby ecstatically endorses this memorial in honor of Alonzo Tucker and his posterity. 

 

 

 


