
 

 

 

 

June 19, 2021 

 

To the Coos History Museum, the Alonzo Tucker Task Force, and Members of the Community: 

 

Today marks Juneteenth – also known as Emancipation Day. It marks the day in 1865 when 

Union troops took control of the state of Texas and ensured that all enslaved people were freed – 

two and half years after President Lincoln signed the Emancipation Proclamation.  

 

This is a time for rejoicing. We celebrate freedom, we celebrate the belief that every American is 

equal, and we celebrate the perseverance of Black Americans – who have made and continue to 

make great achievements despite overwhelming adversity and centuries-long oppression. 

 

Juneteenth is also a time for reflection. We must reckon with our nation’s brutal, 400-year legacy 

of racism, slavery, segregation, and discrimination. We must do everything in our power to right 

the wrongs of our history. It is our duty. As the Coos History Museum has stated, our collective 

memory and consciousness holds power. To right the wrongs of our history, to bring about 

healing and reconciliation, we must first be able to acknowledge the truth. 

 

To shine light on this truth, the Coos History Museum will place a physical memorial to the 

history of racism, lynching, and Oregon’s only recorded Black American victim of lynching – 

Alonzo Tucker. 

 

Tucker, like many Black men who were lynched in the United States, was accused of sexually 

assaulting a white woman. The allegation spread across the community, and an angry mob was 

formed. It was not just a few vigilante actors – but much of the community. When Tucker tried 

to flee, he was shot in the leg and upper body. The mob put him in the back of a truck, tied a 

noose around his neck, and planned to lynch him from the spot of the alleged assault. They then 

hanged Tucker in broad daylight, in front of 300 people. 

 

Reckoning with our nation’s history of systemic racism will require us to look inward and reckon 

with the legacy of racism in our communities and in our state. Oregon was founded as a whites-

only state and has a sordid history of Black exclusionary laws. By the early 1920s, Oregon 

became home to the largest Ku Klux Klan organization west of the Mississippi River, with more 

than 30,000 sworn members in fifty separate chapters across the state. The brutality of American 

racism was not restricted to the South; it touched every corner of the nation – including Oregon.  

 

Our collective memory holds power. Recognizing and remembering our failures will prevent us 

from repeating the same deadly mistakes. When we choose to acknowledge the failings of our 

past, it creates space for healing, for unity, and for progress. I celebrate the Coos History 

Museum, the Alonzo Tucker Task Force, and Members of the Coos Bay community for your 



 

commitment to bettering our collective memory and honoring the lives lost due to systemic 

racism.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Peter A. DeFazio 

Member of Congress 

  



 

 

 

 


